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of a man (person) , the fearing of a devil, and a fearing of po- 
verty. 

xcv. Three things that make a man : courage, equity, and 
kindness. 

xcvi. Three things of short continuance : astonishment, vain, 
glory, and the beauty of youth. 

xcvii. Three things that are not easily comprehended : the 
principles of art and science, the turn of genius and disposition, 
and the limits of wisdom ; for there is not seen, and there cannot 
be perceived a trace of the length and breadth, and the depth, 
and height of these things. 

xcvm. Three things that produce correctness : bodily power, 
expertness of art, and a willing genius. 

xcix. Three things not easily, and yet which ought, to be 
brought under rule and order: respect, mirth, and custom. 

6. Three things that are not seemly (beautiful) without being 
under rule and order : grandeur, bravery, and learning. 

COLLECTANEA. 

— i *m ■ — 
ANT1QU1TATES PAROCHIALES. 



To the Editor of the Cambro-Briton. 
Sir, — As there aTe only three or four copies, (as far as I have 
been able to ascertain,) now extant, of the Antiquitates Parochiales 
of the Commot of Menai, in the Island of Anglesey, by the Rev. 
Henry Rowlands, author of Mona Antiqua* ; and, as it is written in 
Latin, a language understood only by scholars, I have thought a 
translation of it would probably be acceptable to many of the 
readers of the Cambro-Briton. P. B. W. 

" As the transactions of past ages are generally soon for- 
gotten, except some effectual means be taken to perpetuate 

* The -work, here alluded to, is one of considerable value for the antiqua- 
rian erudition in which it abounds; but it is at least questionable, whether 
the learned author was justified in fixing upon Mona as the metropolitan seat 
of the Druids. This, in ancient times, was most probably Abury, of which a 
short account was given in rhe first volume (p. 468), wherein, it should be 
mentioned, Abury was erroneously stated to be in Somersetshire, instead of 
Wiltshire. The Antiquitates Parochial**, of which the first part is here trans- 
lated, exists only in MS., and there are, as stated by V. B. W., but very fe w 
copies extant, three of which are at Bodorgan, Plasgwyn, and Treffoa. The 
Rev. Henry Rowlands, died in 1722.— Ed. 
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them, and, as I am passionately attached to my native country 
and fond of its antiquities, this reflection soon convinced me of 
the necessity of committing to writing every circumstance worth 
recording, which I have been able to collect respecting the his- 
tory of my native county. And, being possessed of more ample 
materials than most of my cotemporaries, for this purpose, it is 
my intention to enter into a more particular and detailed account 
of the events, which have taken place within its limits, than I 
have been able to do in my former work {denominated Mona 
Antiqua Restaurata) , and for that purpose I shall begin with 
Menai *, the district wherein 1 reside, which is the principal and 
chief of the six Commots of this island, and one of the constituent 
parts of the Cantrev or Hundred of Rhosyrf. Though the 
greatest part of this Commot is situated on the south side of the 
island, bounded by the river (or rather strait) bearing that name, 
yet small detached parts of it are irregularly scattered over the 
whole county ; viz. Rhos Colyn, on the west, Sybylldir in the 
middle, and Bryn Gwatlan nearly in the centre, between three 
other Commots, so that some of its disjointed members abut, 
in some place or other, on most of the others. I shall, however, 
endeavour to point out and trace its principal boundaries in the 
following manner, first observing, that it is about fourteen miles 
in length, from Abermenai to Coed Ane, and about eight wide. 

" Its limits on the south, from AberPwll y Ffanogl to Aber Men- 
ai, are clearly and distinctly marked by an arm of the sea, which 
separates the island from Caernarvonshire, and equally so from 
Aber Menai to Llanddwyn Point, and from thence to Porth Dd wyn- 
wen by the Caernarvon Bay, and from the latter place to Careg 
Gwladus, which is the boundary of the two Commots of Menai 
and Malltraeth, and in a direct line from that rock to Rhyd y 
Wraig Mill. From thence it goes along a certain ditch, weU 
known to the inhabitants, to Tre Gamedd Ucha; and from there 
along the said ditch to the river Gevenney, and to Ynys Gevenney ; 
and along the middle of that river to Nant Hwrva, and from 
thence over Rhos Tre Hwrva to Rhyd y Spardyn, and hence again 
to the river Gevenney, near Afrogwy ; thence along the said river 

• Menai, mow properly Menai t, is the name of the channel, that divides 
Anglesey from Caernarvonshire. It implies the strait current Here it U used 
as the name of a Commote. — Ed. 

t Rhosyr means the Mareby Place. In the Extent it is ranked as a town- 
ship and manor. The modern name is Newborough, which gives the title of 
Lord JFewborough to the Wynns of Glynllivon — Ed. 
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to Llangwillog, and from there to Neuadd Coed Ane, thence by 
Tre Ysgawen to Llidiart Twr Celyn ; hence to Pont Rhyd Owen, 
and from there to Rh6s y Groes, and from thence by Rhos y 
Meirch to Bryn y Crogwydd, thence by Careg Eurgan to the 
source of the rivulet, which flows by Rhyd y Wraig. From thence, 
(after nearly surrounding the parish of Llan Ffinan,) it goes 
to Goraint Mill, commonly called Pentraeth Mill; thence to 
Ceint Rivulet and to RhydGeint; thence to Corslwyd Pool and 
to Cerig Brudyn, thence along certain stones, which mark the 
boundary to Nant y Crwth and Braint Rivulet ; thence along the 
middle of Braint, round Llwynogen to Aber y Pwll Ffanogl, from 
whence we commenced our circuit. I shall now, for the sake of 
method and perspicuity, divide the district into parishes, and 
these again into villages and hamlets, and lastly into messuages 
and tenements, and shall treat of them according to the following 
method, viz. — 

" 1. Llanddwyn*, being a parish or prebend. 2. Llan Bedr, or 
Newborough, a parish or rectory . 3. Llan Geinwen and Llangafo, 
being one rectory. 4. Llanidan, Llanedwen, Llanddaniel, and 
Llanfair y Cwmwd, an impropriate rectory with a vicarage. 5. 
Llanfihangel and Llanffinan, parishes whose tithes are appropri- 
ated to the deanery of Bangor. 6. Llangefni and a part of Tie- 
gaian, one rectory. 7. Llangwillog (a part of it), an impropria- 
tion. 8. Rhoscolyn, a parish and part of a rectory. — Sybylltir, 
Bryn Gwallan, and Caernen are hamlets of parishes situated in 
other Commots. 

" § 1. Llanddwyn is a small Chersonesus, or peninsula, at the 
southern extremity of the island, not far distant from Aber Menai. 
Nearly the whole of this small parish is now covered with sand 
hills, which have been gradually collecting for ages, and have 
been brought hither by tempestuous whirlwinds from the Caer- 
narvonshire shore. In stormy weather these sands are perpe- 
tually changing and shifting, so that, very often, old walls and 
and the ruins of dwelling houses and other buildings are dis- 
covered; and these, again, are soon overwhelmed, and con- 
tinue buried under these sands for ages ; so that this little terri- 
tory, which, in all probability, in former times consisted of green 
meadows, fruitful pastures, and rich corn land, is now reduced to 
a barren desart and a sterile sandy waste. 

* Llanddwyn is the church of Dwyn, or Dwynen, the tutelary saint of 
loven, who lived about the middle of the fifth century. — tu. 
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" This parish (if I am not mistaken) consisted formerly but of one 
vill, or manor, and was subject to the Bishop of Bangor, to whom 
all fines and dues were payable : its present extent is about two 
miles in length, and about as many wide, and it now contains 
only six or seven small tenements or messuages; and, what is 
very strange, it had only eight dwellings, (then called Wele, or 
Gwely*), in the time of Edward the Third, as appears by the 
Bishop of Bangor's Extent, then taken. It may justly be supposed, 
that in ancient times the Prebend of Llanddwyn was a place of 
considerable dignity and emolument, if we may be allowed to 
judge from the eminence and consequence of the persons, who 
ususally filled that situation, such as Richard Kyffin, temp. Ri- 
chard III. and Owen ap Meirick, prior to that time ; but in that 
of Hen. VIII. it was reduced (as may be perceived by the King's 
Book) to one benefice. And, if we may be allowed to judge 
from the extent and appearance of its present venerable remains, 
the emoluments of this church must, at one time, have been very 
considerable; hut, in all probability, these did not so much con- 
sist in tithes as in offerings and oblations. For we have sufficient 
proofs, both from tradition and history, that the resort of pilgrims 
to this retired spot, in the times of Popery, must have been very 
considerable ; for all the machinery of that false church, and all 
the juggling arts of superstition, were here collected together, 
and made use of in order to impose upon an ignorant and mis- 
guided populace, — such as holy crosses, bones, relics, ordeals of 
charity, sacred wells, divinations from the appearance of fishes, 
pardons, indulgencies, &c. and, lastly, the consecrated ground, 
on which if the besotted votary died, he was assured he would 
go to Heaven. Such was the heavy yoke, from which we have 
fortunately been delivered, and such the infatuation and fooleries 
then practised, in order to deceive the vulgar; and from such 
scandalous resources the incumbent is enriched, and the fabric of 
the church decorated and improved." 

[7b 6c continued.'] 

PREFACE BY THE REV. EVAN EVANS. 



To the Editor of the Cambro-Britov. 
Sir, — A translation of the late Rev. Evan Evans's Latin Pre- 
face, or Introduction, to his intended publication of the Welsh or 

* Gwelg, or Wele, means, in the Extent, a bed ; but, in its more general 
acceptation, it is used for a freeholder's habitation with the land appertaining' 
thereto. — Ed. 



